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the woods a few days after the New London 
winter emergency shelter closed. Bill died in 
the woods—technically in Waterford—but he 
was a New London resident. His last resi-
dence had been the shelter at St. James 
Church around the corner, but his last proper 
home was an apartment in the Mohican just 
down State Street from here. But Bill was 
invisible, and so he died, without the mini-
mal attention any human being requires and 
is entitled to. Like Lazarus, the poor beggar 
in Jesus’ parable, Bill was our brother, and 
most of us didn’t see him. 

So we gather here today in the First Con-
gregational Church of New London, the 
church where Bill worshipped, and where he 
ate breakfast many mornings. Because the 
beloved community includes not only like- 
minded people who worship together, but 
people who break bread together, people who 
eat together. As the prophet Isaiah says, the 
life God asks of his people, of us, is a prac-
tical life of friendship and service. God re-
quires of us that we ‘‘share our bread with 
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 
our house’’ (Isa. 58:7). It is appropriate, then, 
that we gather this morning and remember 
Bill, and pray for him and for ourselves. 

But we will not be the beloved community 
if we do not accept our responsibility for 
Bill’s neglect, and for his death. The great 
rabbi Abraham Heschel said that ‘‘in a de-
mocracy, some are guilty, but all are respon-
sible.’’ All of us, as a community, as the peo-
ple of the City of New London, are respon-
sible when some of our brothers and sisters, 
some of our neighbors made in the image of 
God, have no place to lay their head. Thomas 
Jefferson said about slavery in America, ‘‘I 
tremble for my country when I reflect that 
God is just.’’ Well, friends, I tremble for our 
country today. There are more than three 
million homeless people in the richest nation 
in the world. We are that rich man, who went 
to hell not because he was rich but because 
he allowed his brother Lazarus to become in-
visible. We have an opportunity to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and shelter the 
homeless. It’s no use blaming other towns 
and cities. God will judge them. It is myself 
and my city that I tremble for. It is for New 
London that I will be judged. 

So I ask you this morning, as we remember 
Bill Walsh, to join the struggle in our city to 
make him and others like him visible. I in-
vite you this morning to see the homeless 
poor, many of whom are present in this 
house of worship today. Look around you. 
See your neighbors. Some of your neighbors 
have homes to go to tonight. Some don’t. 
But all of us are neighbors. All of us are 
brothers and sisters to Bill Walsh and to one 
another. Let us resolve today, in his mem-
ory, to make our city a ‘‘city on a hill,’’ to 
which everyone can look for inspiration, to 
make our country ‘‘a light to the nations,’’ 
that cares for its neediest citizens. We have 
to see each other to do that. As the great 
labor organizer Mother Jones said, ‘‘we’ve 
got to mourn the dead, but fight like hell for 
the living.’’ We can’t bring Bill Walsh back 
from the dead. He is with Lazarus, the poor 
beggar that Jesus talked about, ‘‘in Abra-
ham’s bosom.’’ But we can see the invisible 
poor, and shelter the homeless and needy, 
and not find ourselves under judgment for 
our failure to see. 

Now let us remember Bill. But let us get 
up tomorrow morning and start to work to-
gether to create a homeless hospitality cen-
ter in New London that will be a model for 
the rest of our region and our nation. Let us 
see the invisible poor, and live together with 
all our sisters and brothers in the beloved 
community the God of justice invites us to 
become. Then Bill will be like one who has 
risen from the dead and brought us to the 
promised land. 
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the history and invaluable contribu-
tions of an exceptional organization in the 1st 
Congressional District of Colorado. It is both 
fitting and proper that we recognize this orga-
nization for its educational leadership and 
record of extraordinary service benefiting 
underrepresented young people in Colorado 
and the Denver area. It is to commend this ex-
emplary organization that I rise to honor the 
Colorado Association of Black Professional 
Engineers and Scientists on the occasion of 
its 25th anniversary. 

The growing importance of innovation in 
science and engineering to our economic well- 
being and to a better quality of life for our citi-
zens is well documented. Currently, there is 
much discussion and concern in this Congress 
about the ability of the United States to sus-
tain its scientific and technological superiority. 
Sustaining our leadership hinges upon ex-
panding our human capital to meet the tech-
nical challenges of a new economy and its in-
creasingly global and complex systems. In this 
regard, cultivating students with the requisite 
skills to enter the pipeline of future engineers 
and scientists has become a priority. 

Over 25 years ago, a group of committed 
African-American engineers anticipated the fu-
ture. They recognized the need to expand the 
pool of talent entering our colleges and univer-
sities. In 1980, they founded the Colorado As-
sociation of Black Professional Engineers and 
Scientists (CABPES) with the express purpose 
of increasing the representation of minorities 
in the fields of engineering and applied 
sciences. CABPES has been in the vanguard 
of cultivating talented youth and it has become 
a learning gateway for students from all walks 
of life desiring to expand their horizons. Its 
commitment to the future is longstanding and 
our communities are well-advised by its exam-
ple and the foresight of its founders. 

Professional mentoring sets CABPES apart 
and a cadre of dedicated parents and com-
mitted volunteers are responsible for its out-
reach and educational programs including: the 
Junior Engineers, Tomorrow’s Scientists Pro-
gram which concentrates on developing stu-
dent interest in engineering and applied 
sciences; the Math Enrichment Program which 
tutors students with their mathematics assign-
ments; the SAT Preparation Program which 
prepares students for the college entrance ex-
amination; and the Widening Our World Pro-
gram which gives CAPBES’ students the op-
portunity to use their computer skills and de-
velop leadership abilities through community 
service. These programs have served to en-
rich the learning experience by providing an 
environment that offers real-world perspective, 
dialogue and exchange. Students have gained 
a richer and deeper understanding from practi-
tioners who not only impart a passion and en-
thusiasm for their disciplines, but convey the 
sense of wonder that accompanies discovery 
and scientific endeavor. 

We are indeed fortunate to have CABPES 
in our community. It is an invaluable resource 

and I am deeply appreciative of the good work 
CABPES does in making science and engi-
neering careers more attractive to all our stu-
dents, particularly the under-represented. 
CABPES’ programs help improve performance 
in the classroom and its mentors provide solid 
role models that encourage achievement. We 
owe a debt of gratitude not only to CABPES’ 
founders, its board, volunteers and manage-
ment professionals, but to its private sector 
partners as well. Their engagement and sup-
port of this organization make a real difference 
in the lives of our young people and thereby, 
in the communities CABPES serves. 

Please join me in commending the Colorado 
Association of Black Professional Engineers 
and Scientists. It is the strong leadership and 
meaningful service this organization provides 
on a daily basis that continually enhances our 
lives and builds a better future for all Ameri-
cans. 
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to support the discharge petition for H.J. Res. 
55 not because I support the substance of the 
underlying resolution, but because I believe a 
full and open debate of our Iraq policy on the 
floor of this House is long overdue. 

I believe the invasion of Iraq was a mistake. 
It has diverted resources from the fight against 
Osama bin Laden and those who attacked our 
country on September 11, 2001. It has fueled 
al Qaeda with fresh recruits and inflamed anti- 
American sentiment around the world. It has 
resulted in the loss of the lives of thousands 
of American soldiers and tens of thousands of 
Iraqis. It has cost the American taxpayer hun-
dreds of billions of dollars. It has made us 
less, not more, secure. 

From the outset I have been an outspoken 
opponent of the Bush administration’s decision 
to go to war in Iraq. I argued strongly that the 
United States should support the request of 
the United Nations’ weapons inspectors for 
additional time to complete their mission. The 
Bush administration spurned that request. We 
know the result—the primary justification given 
for going to war in Iraq, namely the alleged 
existence of stockpiles of weapons of mass 
destruction and the alleged collaboration be-
tween the government of Iraq and al Qaeda, 
proved to be false. 

Many of us warned repeatedly that invading 
Iraq would open Pandora’s box and unleash 
forces and historic rivalries that we would not 
be able to control. The rising sectarian conflict, 
the insurgency and the brutal executions car-
ried out by militias were foreseeable. The total 
failure of the administration to plan for the 
aftermath of the invasion made what was cer-
tain to be a bad situation even worse. 

We went to war in Iraq in an irresponsible 
manner; we should leave Iraq in a responsible 
way. Having invaded Iraq, we have both a 
moral and national security obligation to do 
everything possible to prevent the situation 
and sectarian conflict from spiraling even far-
ther out of control. We must devise a plan to 
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